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ADVERTISEMENT... 


THIS diſcourſe on the Death ꝙ Mr. Howard, 
dictated by the feelings of friendſhip, would not 
have appeared, had not his own worthy paſtor at 
Bedford * ( from whom ſuch a publication might 
have been expected and wiſhed) been laid under 
ſuch reſtrictions by the unparalleled modeſty of 
the deceaſed, as to, have been prevented entering 
into the particulars of his life and charafter, in 
the manner the public would reaſonably have 
expected. 


The author has pur paſely waved the inſertion 
of many anecdotes concerning Mr. Howard, of 
which, by a long acquaintance, he ts poſſeſſed, 
becauſe his Life will probably be written by 
an abler hand, under the authority of his family; 
for which reaſon all anonymous publications are 
to be conſidered as ſurreptitious. 


The Rev, Ms. 83 SMITH, 


Hackney, March 27, 1790. 
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WHO WENT ABOUT DOING GOOD. 
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HAT pen can deſcribe a character more 
truly great than theſe few words ex- 
hibit ? They contain far more than has beert 
faid of illuſtrious perſonages in many a volume. 
We have read high encomiums on the heroes | 
of antiquity, and on ſtates-men and warriors 
of later days, who for n and valour 
have been denominated great; but how few 
of them could be characterized as good ? The 
greateſt of men, as the world has called them, 
have been ſome of the worſt : th& terrors and 
plagues of mankind. Goodneſs alone con- 
ſtitutes true greatneſs; and they that have 
| B done 
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done good in their generation, however humble 


their ſphere, ſhall deſervedly be had in ever- 


hſting remembrance. 


He whom my text fo conciſely deſcribes, 
was the greateſt, becauſe the beſt, character 
that ever appeared on earth. And nothing 
that can be ſaid of the dignity of his perſon, 


or the wonders of his power, gives us ſo high 


an idea of him, as this ſhort deſcription of 
his beneficence, that e went about doing good. 


To give you the full illuſtration of this 
character, I muſt repeat the greater part of 


the goſpel hiſtory, every page of which con- 


tains ſome ſtriking inſtance of the kindneſs 
and philanthropy of the Son of God.—The 
diſcourſes which he delivered, as they evi- 
dence that plenitude of divine wiſdom which 
was treaſured up in him, at the fame time 
afford equal proof of his love to ſinful miſerable 


men. His ordinary deportment alſo mani- 


feſted the benignity of his heart. Grace was 
poured into his lips. They that ſaw and heard 


him beheld his glory, as of the only begotten of | 


the Father full of grace and truth. — His nu- 
merous miracles likewiſe, wrought in con- 
| firmation 
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firmation of his divine miſſion, were not in 
general mere diſplays of his power and ma- 
jeſty; they were moſtly of the benevolent 
kind, which had for their immediate objects 
the eaſe and happineſs of the afflicted and 
miſerable. Silver and gold indeed he had none; 
for though he was rich he voluntarily became 
poor ; but this was that others by Bis poverty 
might be rich. He beſtowed better bleſſings 
than riches could command. To the blind 
he gave. ſight, to the deaf hearing; ſpeech to 
the dumb, feet to the lame, eaſe to the pained, 
ſoundneſs to the leprous, and reaſon to the 
inſane. In ſome inſtances alſo he made glad 


the hearts of mourners, by reſtoring their 
dead to life. 


But theſe works of mercy performed on 
the BoDies of men were the leaſt conſider- 
able, and were only the emblems of the greater 
bleſſings which he communicated to their 
SOULS. He was ſent to bleſs men by turning 
them from their iniquities; and to this great 
end the labours of his life were principally 
devoted. By his public preaching and his 
private inſtruction, he ſought to reclaim them 

from their wanderings in the paths of error, 
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of ſin, and miſery, to reſtore them to God 
and to themſelves, to make them wiſe and 
holy and happy for ever.—In all theſe and 


| . | 

| other inſtances, too many now to recount, 
N 

| 

| 


the Lord Jeſus, when on earth, teſtified good 
ail to men. And he was ever ready to do 
good to perſons of all deſcriptions that made 
application to him, declaring that of all who 
| came to him he would caſt out none. 


EE EET Ä ©  THRSsS.: ooh. 


But the text gives us a yet higher idea of 
| his kindneſs and condeſcenſion. He wenT 
| ABOUT doing good. This friend of mankind 
[ did not fit at home, in majeſtic ſtate, to re- 
ceive the afflicted and diſtreſſed who came to 
| ſolicit his healing and ſaving power; but he 
put himſelf in their way, and diligently 
| ſought after objects of compaſſion, and op- 
| portunities of uſefulneſs. Herein principally 
his benevolence appeared. 


Jeſus our maſter thought not as ſome of 
his profeſſed but deluded followers have done, 
5 that duty to God requires ſecluſion from the 
ſociety of men. He had no idea of that re- 
1 ligion which under pretence of extraordinary 
| _ communion with the other world, ſhuts men 
| | TEE out 
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out from all intercourſe with this. Tho' 
he had his hours for retirement, and ſpent 
much time in converſe with his father in 
heaven, he conſidered himſelf as a citizen of 
the world, and thought that much of his 
buſineſs in it lay in public. He therefore 
frequented places of general reſort, mingling 
with the multitude, and viſiting men of all 
ranks and characters; not refuſing the invi- 


tations of the rich, nor deſpiſing the ſociety 


of the poor. No, nor did he ſhun all inter- 
courſe with men of immoral lives, tho' he 
expoſed himſelf to the cenſorious reflections 
of the ſelf-righteous phariſees, as a friend of 
publicans and ſinners. Such indeed he was, 
for he was the friend of all mankind, and he 
went about among them to do good to all. 
This was the grand object which he kept in 
view in all his viſits, and in all his interviews 
with mankind, whether high or low, rich or 
poor. To do real ſubſtantial good both to 
their bodies and their ſouls, was the great 


buſineſs and the chief pleaſure of his life, 


With a view to this noble end, how many 
weary ſteps did he take; how many arduous 
journies did he perform; at all ſeaſons, and 
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amidſt all diſcouragements ; regardleſs of his 
own eaſe, and deſtitute of the accommoda- 
tions of other travellers ; for through poverty 
he generally travelled on foot, and muſt often 
have wanted the refreſhments of nature. At 
beſt he was dependent on the bounty of 
friznds; when therefore he came among 
ſtrangers and enemies, we may well ſuppoſe 
he often endured hardſhip from hunger and 
thirſt, from heat and cold, from wearineſs of 
body, and from oppreſſion of mind, through 
the oppoſition and inſults of wicked men, 
who ſought to do him evil while he was 
ſeeking their benefit. But none of theſe things 
moved him. In the face of all difficulties, in 
the midſt of all ſufferings, of counting his 
life dear to him, he perſiſted in proſecuting 
his benevolent deſigns. He continued to 
traverſe all parts of the land of Judea, and 
he did good wherever he came. All places 
and all perſons were, or might have been, 
the better for him. Like the natural ſun, 
this ſun of righteouſneſs in every part of his 
extended circuit, conveyed light and healing 
in his beams, ſhining on rhe good and evil, the 


Ju and unjuſt. 


Who 
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Who can contemplate fuch a charaQter 
without expreſſing veneration and love? The 
more it is beheld the more lovely it will 
appear. Let us, who call ourſelves the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus, often direct our meditations 
to the character of our Maſter and Saviour, 
in order to excite our love and gratitude ; to 
encourage our hope and confidence; and like- 
wiſe to engage our diligent but humble imi- 
tation. The laſt of theſe I am now led more 
particularly to recommend. 


Jeſus Chriſt who is revealed to us as our 
Redeemer, is alſo propoſed as our Example. 
To be of the ſame mind with him and to follow 
his fteps, is the duty, the honour, and the 
felicity of every true diſciple. And he is the 
beſt chriſtian who moſt reſembles his maſter, 
But alas! what a diſparity is there between 


him and the generality of his profeſſed fol- | 


lowers ! 


Some however there haye been, in whom 


the reſemblance has been ſo ſtriking, that 


thoſe around them have taken knowledge of 
them that they have been with Jeſus. One 
ſuch perſon you will now naturally call to 

B 4 mind, 


8 A SERMON en the Death 


mind, whoſe much lamented death in a 4 


diſtant country has lately been announced in 
this. Of no man whom I ever knew, and 
of few that ever lived, could it with more 
propriety be ſaid than of the late MR. Jonun 


HowaRD, that, like our bleſſed Lord, he 
went about doing good. 


As I had the pleaſure ef a perſonal ac- 
quaintance with him for near thirty years, in 
conſequence of his reſiding * nęar my native 
town, and attending the fame place of 
worſhip, you will excuſe my giving vent to 
my feelings by bearing this public teſtimony 


to the excellence of his character. And there 
is the leſs impropriety in my doing it here, 


as HACKNEY is the place which gave birth 
to this illuſtrious patriot, and he maintained 
an acquaintance in this village to the laſt. 


I feel myſelf incapable of doing juſtice to 
his character, and were to attempt mention- 
ing all its excellencies, and the facts with 


 whichT am acquainted, for the illuſtration of | 


them, I ſhould far exceed the limits of an 


? At Cardington, t two mile: from Bedford, 


ordinary 


of MR. Joux How an p. 9 


ordinary diſcourſe. I ſhall therefore only 
touch upon his leading features ; and this not 
ſo much by way of panegyric upon the deceaſ- 
ed, as with a view to excite and encourage 
others to aim at a more careful imitation of 
their great Lord and Maſter ; ſo that Chrift, 

whom we preach, may be magnified, from whom, 
as the ſource, all human excellence is derived, 
and on whom all the rays of glory are reflect- 

ed from the characters of his diſciples. 


Mr. HowarD was a man of genuine piety, 
and of fervent but unaffected devotion. He 
feared God from his youth, and was ſo happy 
as to eſcape the ſnares to which the early poſ- 
ſeſſion of an ample fortune might have ex poſed | 
him. He was a firm believer in the great 
truths of the Goſpel, lived under the influence 
of them, and taſted their ſweetneſs. He was 
naturally fond of retirement, and ſpent much 
time in the private exercifes of religion, as 
well as in literary purſuits. His houſe 
was 10 other than the houſe of God, where the 
ſtricteſt orders were obſerved by all his dome- 
ſtics. He was conſtant and exemplary in 
attending the public worſhip of God, in 
which his deportment was ſuch as com- 

| manded 
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manded the reſpect of every beholder; and the 


whole of the Lord's day was ſpent by him in 
a manner ſuited to the deſign of its inſtitu- 
tion, 


Being educated in the principles of Non- 
conformity, he was ſteadily attached to them, 
and never aſhamed to avow them. Being a 


Diſſenter upon conviction, he made a point of 


attending the worſhip of the Diſſenters where- 
ever he went, though the places and the peo- 
ple were ever ſo mean; for he had no idea of 
faſhion in religion, And he ſhewed his at- 
tachment to the common cauſe, by contri- 
buting towards the ſupport of it in ſeveral 
ſocieties of different denominations. He him- 
felf was an Independent, and one of thoſe 
who are called moderate Calviniſts. But he 


loved good men of all parties, and diſcovered 
the utmoſt catholiciſm towards the members 


and the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church, 
which he always frequented when he ſpent 
his Sabbaths where there was no diſſenting 
worſhip. | 


But he never could communicate with it 
in the Lord's Supper, as a qualification for a 
CIVIL 
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CIVIL OFFICE, which he conſidered as a hor- 
rid profanation of a divine inſtitution ; and 
therefore he muſt have declined ſerving the 
office of Sheriff, in which he was ſo eminently 
uſeful to his country, if the ſolicitations of 
perſons of high rank, and the general eſteem 
in which he was held, had not encouraged the 
preſumption of eſcaping the dreadful penal- 
ties of the TEST ACT ; of which however he 
ran ſome riſk; and from which, had any evil- 
minded perſon informed againſt him, neither 
his own excellent character, nor the interpo- 
ſition of all his friends, could have ſecured 
him. 


He was equally conſcientious in every part 
of his conduct, No man had a higher ſenſe 
of honour, and no man was freer from all 
temptation, for the ſake of intereſt, to do what 
his conſcience did not thoroughly approve. 


His whole deportment correſponded with 
the character of a gentleman, and a chriſtian, 
which in him were happily united. And 
both were adorned with an unaffected humi- 
lity, and an amiable diffidence. While he was 
a fit companion for perſons in the higheſt 

ranks 
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ranks of life, he Kier how-to condeſcend to 
men of low eftate, and was eaſy of acceſs to the 


meaneſt peaſant. 


He was femperate in all things, and abſtemi- 
ous even to excefs ; in which however he was 
actuated by a principle of virtue and religion. 
He had all his paſſions in a happy ſubjection. 
Being addicted to no animal indulgence he 
was fitted for a life of activity, and poſſeſſing 
uncommon reſolution (which might ſome- 
times be thought a culpable inflexibility) he 
went through ſuch arduous labours with eaſe, 
as to moſt other perſons would have been in- 
ſupportable. Theſe were moſtly of the bene- 
ficent kind. It might truly be faid that he 
lived not to himſelſ, but for the good of the 
public. To this, the chief of his time and 
ability and fortune were deyoted. The diſ- 
tinguiſhing feature in his character was bene- 
volence; and he grudged no labour or expence 
in ſerving individuals, or in promoting ſchemes 


of public utility. 


While he lived in retirement, in an obſcure 
village, it was his meat and drink to make his 
neighbours happy. His neat but humble 

| Þ manſion 
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manſion was ever hoſpitable to a few ſelect 
friends, but was never the ſcene of riot or 
luxurious banquetting. Though polite to all, 
he neither ſought nor r the company 
of the profligate, however diſtinguiſhed by 
rank or fortune. The corrupt taſhions of the 
gay world had no influence upon him : he 
nobly dared to be ſingular. And he knew 
too well the value both of wealth and time, to 
employ either in the manner ſo common 
among perſons in what is denominated high 
life. Inclination, as well as a ſenſe of duty, 
led him to conſecrate both to nobler purpoſes. - 
As a faithful ſteward he improved the talents 
committed to his truſt for promoting human 
happineſs, and the honour of his maker. 


In him the poor found a friend and a fa- 
ther. His charity had no bounds, except 
thoſe of prudence ; and was not more com- 
mendable for the extent of it, than for the 
manner in which it was exerciſed. He was 
ever careful to beſtow it ſo as to anſwer the 
moſt valuable purpoſes. He gave not his 
bounty to countenance vice and idleneſs, but 
to encourage virtue and induſtry. He was 
ſingularly uſeful in furniſhing employment for 
the 
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the labouring poor, of both ſexes, at thoſe 
ſeaſons when a ſcarcity of work rendered their 
fituation moſt compaſſionable. And at other 
times, though never inattentive to the tale of 
woe, he was not eafily impoſed upon by it, 
but made himſelf acquainted with the caſe. 
He had indeed a general acquaintance with 
the caſes and characters of the poor around 
him, and made it his buſineſs to viſit the abodes 
of affliction. In circumſtances of bodily diſ- 
order be often acted the part of a phyſician as 
well as a friend. 


Juſtly may the words of Job (ch. xxix. 21 
—26.) be applied to him: When the ear 
© heard him then it bleſſed him, and when 
* the eye ſaw him it gave witneſs to him, be- 
cauſe he delivered the poor that cried, and 
the fatherleſs, and him that had none to 
help. The bleſſing of him that was ready 
to periſh came upon him, and he cauſed the 
* widows heart to ſing for joy. He was a 
father to the poor, and the cauſe which he 
© knew not he ſearched out.” 


a 


But his kindneſs was not confined to the 


bodies of his fellow-creatures, it extended to 


' Ys their 
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their ſpiritual and immortal part. He care- 
fully watched over the morals of his neigh- 
bourhood, and uſed his advice, his admoni- 
tions, and influence to diſcountenance immo- i 
rality of all kinds, and to promote the know- | 
ledge and practice of religion. As a moſt | 
effectual means to this great end, he provided 
for the inſtruction of poor children, by erect- 
ing and ſupporting ſchools, which he carefully 
ſuperintended. In ſhort, he was a univerſal 
bleſſing to the village where he reſided, in 
every part of which are to be ſeen the pleaſ- 
ing monuments of his munificence and taſte. 

—His liberality extended alſo to adjacent 

places, in which there are many who will call 

him blefſed. Nor was it confined to perſons | 
of his own religious perſuaſion ; but compre- 
hended the neceflitous and deſerving of all 
parties ; while he was particularly uſeful in 
ſerving the intereſt of the chriſtian ſociety to 


which he belonged. 


— — —Emͤ— —— << 


What wonder if ſuch a man were univer- 
ſally beloved. Was it poſſible he ſhould 
have an enemy? One however he had, (and 
I never heard of more) an idle and diſſolute 
wretch, who having been often reproved by him 

| for 


* 3 


3 — _— 


— „4 2 —AͥA —dn 


2 Ds Wer 2 4 
—— pe * * i 


—ů — ex OE 


> 
— — 
1 — — — 


6 <4 — —— — —— 


* © * - - — 
- - — n » 
— — 


— 


r 
wu — = — 


Le SE 


— 
2 
_ 


A e 
8 — — — 5 


- — — 
— "y 


—— — a oe — —— . — 


* = 
— ——U— — — 


— — 


— 


16 A SERMON on the Death 


for his vices, formed the deſperate reſolution 
to murder him, as he was going to public 


worſhip, which he almoſt always did on foot. 
Bir 


providence remarkably interpoſed to pre- 
ſerve ſo valuable a life, by inclining him that 
morning to go on horſeback a different road. 


The ſphere in which he had hitherto moved 
was too narrow for his enlarged mind. From 
the time that he ſerved as Sheriff of Bedford, 
in the year 1773, his ſcene of uſefulneſs was ex- 
tended, and he at length became the benefactor 
of the kingdom, and the PATRIOT or THE 
woRLD. On frequently viſiting the priſoners 
in the county jail (as by virtue of his office he 
thought himſelf bound to do) he obſerved 
ſuch abuſes, and ſuch ſcenes of calamity, as he 
had before no conception of; and he ſoon ex- 
erted himſelf in order to a reform. With a 
view to obtain precedents for certain regula- 
tions which he propoſed, he went to inſpect 
the priſons in ſome neighbouring counties. 
But finding in them equal room for complaint 


and commileration, he determined to viſit the 


principal priſons in England. The farther he 
proceeded, the more ſhocking were the ſcenes 
preſented to his view; which induced him to 

reſolve 


of MR. JonunN HOWARD. 17 


reſolve upon exerting himſelf to the utmoſt, 
in order to a general reform in theſe horrid 
places of confinement ; conſidering. it as of 
the higheſt importance not only to the 
wretched objects themſelves, but to the com- 
munity at large. 


Having received the thanks of the Houfe 


of Commons for his patriotic endeavours, he 


afterwards reviſited all the priſons in the 
kingdom, together with the principal houſes 


of correction. He now alſo enlarged his cir- 


cuit by going into Wales, Scotland and Treland, 


where he found the fame need of reforma- 


tion. 


One grand object which he had in view 
was, to put a ſtop to that ſhocking diſtemper 


called the Jail-fever ; which raged fo dread- 


fully in many of the priſons, as to render 
them to the laſt degree offenſive and dange- 
rous. A diſtemper, by which more had been 
taken off than by the hands of the execu- 
tioner; and which, in ſeveral inſtances, had 
been communicated from the prifoners- into 
the courts of juſtice, and had proved fatal to 
the magiſtrates and judges, . and to multi- 

C tudes 
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tudes of perſons who attended the trials, as | 
well as to the families of diſcharged felons 
and debtors. 


Another end he propoſed was, to procure 
the immediate releaſe of priſoners, who, upon 
trial, were acquitted, who had often been 
long and unjuſtly detained, for want of being 
able to pay the accuſtomed fees. As alſo to 
aboliſh many other abſurd and cruel uſages 
which had long prevailed. 


But the great object of all was, to intro- 
duce a thorough reform of MoRALs into 
our priſons; where he had found the moſt 
flagrant vices to prevail in ſuch a degree, 
that they were become ſeminaries of wicked- 
edneſs and villainy, and the moſt formidable 
nuifances to the community ; in conſequence 
of the promiſcuous intercourſe of priſoners of 
both ſexes, and of all ages and deſcriptions ; 
whereby the young and leſs experienced were 
initiated, by old and hardened ſinners, into all 
the arts of villainy and the myſteries of ini- 
quity; fo that inſtead of being reformed by 
their confinement (which ſhould be the chief 
end of puniſhment) thoſe that were diſcharg- 


ed 
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ed became more injurious to ſociety than be- 
fore. ö 


Theſe were objects (not now to mention 
others) which all muſt allow to be worthy the 
zealous attention of a good citizen and a good 
chriſtian. In order to the attainment of them, 
Mr. How ARD ſpared no painsnor expence, and 
chearfully expoſed himſelf to much inconveni- 
ence and hazard; particularly from that malig- 
nant diſtemper, of which he ſaw many dying in 
the moſt loathſome dungeons, into whichnone, 
who were not obliged, beſides himſelf, would 
venture. And his preſervation could only be 
aſcribed to the peculiar care of that provi- 
dence, which he always acknowledged, and 
in which he chearfully confided, while he 
thought himſelf in the way of his duty. 


What occaſioned him to feel the more 
ſtrongly for PRISONERS was, his having 
himſelf experienced ſome of their dreadtul 
hardſhips, in the early part of life, when in a 
voyage to Liſbon, he was taken priſoner by 
the French, and — confined at Breſt #.— 


* See ſome particulars in his firſt Vol. p. 11. zd. Edit. 
Others I had from himſelf. 
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None feel for others like thoſe that have been 
fellow-ſufferers. 


His laudable endeavours he had the plea- 
ſure to ſee, in ſome inſtances, crowned with 
ſucceſs ; particularly in regard to the healthi- 
neſs of priſons, ſome of which were rebuilt 
under his inſpection. Through his interpoſi- 
tion alſo, better proviſion has been made for the 
inſtruction of priſoners, by the introduction of 
Bibles, and other pious books, into their cells, 
and a more conſtant attendance of Clergy- 
men x. 


But in order to a more general and happy 
regulation, and the reformation of criminals, 
he determined to viſit other countries, to ſee 


the plans there adopted; in hope of collecting 


ſome information which might be uſeful in 
his own country. For this purpoſe he tra- 
velled into France, Flanders, Holland, Germany, 
and Switzerland. Afterwards through the 


The keepers of jails alſo have, by act of parliament, been 
rendered incapable of ſelling ſtrong liquors, which had been the 
ſource of much drunkenneſs and diſorder.— But a minute detail 
of particulars is not be expected here; for theſe the reader is 
referred to Mr. Howard's publications, which ſhew that much 


15 yet wanting. | 
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Pruffian and Auſtrian dominions. He viſited 
alſo the capitals of Denmark, Sweden, Ruſſia 
and Poland, and ſome cities in Portugal and 
Spam. In all theſe expenſive and hazardous 
| journies, he denied himſelf the uſual gratifi- 
cations of travellers, and declined the honours 


which were offered him by perſons of the firſt - 


diſtinction, applying himſelf ſolely to his one 
grand object. To him the inſpection of a 
jail, or hoſpital, was more grateful than all 
the entertainments of a palace. With what 
aſtoniſhment and gratitude he was received by 
their miſerable inhabitants may eaſily be 
1magined, fince while he made obſervations 
on their ſituation, he meditated their relief; 
and many diſtreſſed priſoners abroad, as well 
as at home, partook of his bounty, and ſome 
were liberated by it; for he conſidered all of 
every nation, and people, and tongue, as bre- 
thren. Nor was he ſparing of advice, or of 
reproof, as he ſaw occaſion, to perſons of 
rank and influence, whereby the miſeries of 
their country-men might be relieved. As he 
courted the favour of none, neither did he fear 
the frowns of any, but with a manly freedom 
and a chriſtian fortitude, ſpoke his mind to 
crowned heads (particularly the late Emperor 
£1109 C 2 : of 
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of Germany) in a manner to which they were 
not accuſtomed ; which, however, in a perſon 
of ſuch dilintereſted views, procured him re- 
verence and eſteem, and, in ſome inſtances, 
p:oved effectual for relieving the miſerable 
and oppreſſed. | 


On his return, he publiſhed the reſult of 
his obſervations for the benefit of his own 
country: together with a particular account 
of that horrid French priſon, the Baſtile, 
which, thanks be to heaven, is now no more. 


Not content, however, with theſe zealous 
excrtions in the cauſe of humanity, he con- 
ceived a further deſign, which Was to viſit - 
the principal LazARETTos in France and 
italy, in order to obtain information con- 
cerning the beſt methods to prevent the 
ſpreading of the Plague, with a view to apply 
them, with reſpe& to other infectious diſor- 
ders. Not gaining all the ſatisfaction here 
which he wiſhed for, he proceeded to Smyrna 
and Conſtantinople, where that moſt dreadful 
of human diſtempers actually prevailed, 
« pleafing himſelf (as he ſaid) with the idea 
of not only learning, but of being able to 

| | % com- 
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* communicate ſomewhat to the inhabitants 
of thoſe diſtant regions.” In the execu- 
tion of this deſign, though he was ſo much 
expoſed to danger, and actually caught the 
plague, © that merciful Providence,” (as he 
himſelf piouſly remarks) * which had hi- 
* therto preſerved him, was pleaſed to ex- 
* tend its protection to him in this Journey 
* alſo, and to bring him home once more in 
F ſafety,” 


In his return he re-viſited the chief pri- 
ſons and hoſpitals in the countries through 
which he paſſed; and afterwards went again to 
Scotland, and then to Ireland, where he pro- 

poſed a new and very important object; 
namely, to inſpect the PROTESTANT CHAR- 
TER SCHOOLS, in ſome of which he had be- 
fore obſerved ſhameful abuſes, which he had 
reported to a Committee of the Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons. In this more extenſive tour, he 
took a particular account of what he obſerved 
amiſs in the conduct of this noble charity, 
with a view to a reformation, and not with» 
out conſiderable ſucceſs. | 
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Upon his return home, having again in- 
ſpeed the priſons in England, and the hulks 
on the Thames, to ſee what alterations had 


been made for the better, (which he found to 
be very conſiderable, though yet imperfect,) 


he publiſhed the reſult of his laſt laborious 


inveſtigations ; together with many. uſeful 
Obſervations on the Plague, on the importance 


of a Lazaretts in this Ifland ; and likewiſe on 
PENITENTIARY HovusEs, which had been 
encouraged by act of parliament, for the cor- 


rection and reformation of criminals, of which 
he and an eminent phyſician “ had been no- 
minated by the King to be ſuperintendants, 


Towards the cloſe of this intereſting vo- 
lame, he expreſſes himſelf thus, To my 
* country I commit the reſult of my paſt 


„ Jabours. It is my intention again to quit 


* it, for the purpoſe of reviſiting Rufja, 


e Turkey, and ſome other countries, and ex- 


** tending my tour in the Eaſt. I am not 


* inſenſible of the dangers that muſt attend 


« ſuch a journey. Truſting however in the 
« protection of that kind Providence which 
4 has hitherto preſerved me, I calmly and 


The late Dr. Fothergill. 
«© chear - 
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« chearfully commit myſelf to the diſpoſal 
of unerring wiſdom. Should it pleaſe, God 
* to cut off my life in the proſecution of 
« this deſign, let not my conduct be un- 
e candidly imputed to raſhneſs or enthuſiaſm, 
c but to a ſerious deliberate conviction that 
] am purſuing the path of duty, and to a 
« ſincere deſire of being made an inſtrument 
« of greater uſefulneſs to my fellow-creatures 
« than could be expected in the narrow 
« circle a retired life.” Accordingly” the 
laſt ſummer he ſet off, to the great concern 
of his friends, on this hazardous enterprize, 
the principal object of which was to adminiſter 
a medicine in high repute at home, in malig- 
nant fevers *, under a ſtrong perſuaſion that 
it would be equally efficacious in the plague. 
He called on me a little before his departure, 
and took his leave with great chearfulneſs, at 
the ſame time that he expreſſed an appre- 
henſion that he ſhould not live to return; 
ſaying that he was perfectly eaſy as to the 
event, and uſing the words of Father Paul, 
when his phyſicians told him he had not long 
to live: © It is well; whatever pleaſes God 
** pleaſes me. 


* Dr, ſames's Powder. 


The 
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The laſt accounts received from him were 

written at Moscow, when he appeared in 
good health and ſpirits. The next informa- 
tion tranſmitted concerning him confirmed 
the juſtice of his own apprehenſions, and the 
fears of his friends, by conveying the melan- 
choly tidings of his diſſolution. Having heard 
a deplorable account of the ſickneſs of the 


Rujjan army (of which 70,000 periſhed the 


laſt year) he directed his courſe to the hoſpitals 
at CHERSON, in Litile Tartary, in hope that 
he might be uſeful in ſtopping the progreſs 
of the dreadful diſtemper which prevailed 
there, or at leaſt of ſaving ſome valuable 
lives, by the medicine which he took with 

him. What ſucceſs he had does not yet ap- 
pear. We only learn that he himſelf fell a 
ſlacrifice to the diforder which he was fo 
anxious to cure in others; that he languiſhed 
twelve days in great pain, but that he had 
the perfect uſe of his underſtanding to the laſt, 
and that he deſiied to buried in a garden in 


that place. 


Thoſe who knew him beſt, are fo well 
acquainted with the ſtrength of his chriſtian 
principles, and with his evangelical views, as 


not 
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not to entertain a doubt but that, during his 
laſt ſickneſs, and in the proſpect of death, 
(melancholy as his ſituation was, at a diſtance 
from all his friends) he exerciſed the greateſt 
degree of firmneſs, patience, and ſubmiſſion 
to the divine will; a lively faith in the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel; a chearful confidence in 
the grace of God, in a Redeemer, for ac- 
ceptance, renouncing, as he often had ex- 
plicitly done, all pretenſions to merit by all 
the good works he had performed ; and an 
humble triumph in the proſpect of life eternal, 
as the free gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt. 
A little before he left England, when a friend 
expreſſed his concern at parting with him, 
from an apprehenfion that they ſhould never 
meet again, he chearfully replied, © we ſhall 
ſoon meet in heaven ;” and, as he rather ex- 
pected to die of the plague in Egypt, he 
added, the way to heaven from Grand Cairo 
is as near as from London.” He that thus 
lived in the hope of immortality, may well 
be ſuppoſed at death to have experienced a 


joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


Thus lived and thus died this diſtinguiſhed 
philanthropiſt, this bright ornament of human 
| nature 
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nature and of the religion of Jeſus. As his 


life was ſingularly uſeful, his death was equally 


glorious. He fell a martyr in the cauſe of 
humanity. As thouſands bleſſed him while 
living, millions will lament him now dead. 
A greater loſs this country, may I not ſay 
this world, has ſeldom ſuſtained, It may ap- 
pear to many a myſterious providence, that 
ſuch a friend to his ſpecies ſhould be cut off 
at a time when he had ſuch noble ends in 
view, and when, conſidering” the vigour of 
his conſtitution at the age of ſixty- five, he 
might have been expected to continue ſome 
years as a bleſſing to his native country, par- 
ticularly in promoting the execution of the 
plans which he had ſuggeſted in his pub- 
lications. But his work was done: the de- 
ſigns of providence by him were accompliſhed; 
and doubtleſs all the circumſtances of his 
death were wiſely ordered by him who doth all 
things well, and who can eaſily raiſe up other 
inſtruments for perfecting what he had begun, 


His being cut off in a foreign country, 
however grievous it may be to his friends 
here, is a circumſtance, which may probably 
be wiſely deſigned, and happily over-ruled, 

tor 
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for ſome very important purpoſes in that 
riſing kingdom, which will eſteem itſelf 
honoured by entombing ſuch a patriotic 
Engliſhman ; and where a ſpirit of emulation 
may probably be excited to imitate his virtues, 
and to adopt his plans, for promoting the 
growing glory and Weick of that vaſt 


* S. 


While therefore we devoutly praiſe God 
for what he had done by this his eminent 
ſervant, let us ſubmit to his will, and adore 
his wiſdom and ſovereignty in his removal. 
And let us make the beſt improvement of ſo 
affecting a diſpenſation; particularly by cul- 
tivating that benevolence by which the de- 


ceaſed was actuated, and by doing what we 


can, in our different ſpheres, for repairing his 
loſs. This will be the beſt way of expreſſing 
our yeneration for his character, and doing 
honour to his memory. 


That others, upon his deceaſe, would be 
excited to proſecute ſome of his ſchemes for 
the public good, he himſelf had a firm per- 
ſuaſion. This made him the leſs anxious 
about his own life, which his friends thought 


of 
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of ſo much importance. In the laſt conver 
fation I had with him, when 1 expreſſed my 
fears for his ſafety, and my wiſhes that he 
could have been prevailed upon to continue 
at home, in order to carry into execution the 
generous plans he had formed for the good of 
his country, his anſwer was, When I am 
dead ſome body elſe will take up the matter 
and carry it through.” God grant that his 
expectations may be verified But where is 
the man to be found who is like-minded with 
him? Another HowarD this country cannot 
hope to ſee. Nor is one, altogether his equal, 
now needed. He laid a foundation, on which 
it would be comparatively eaſy to build. He, 
with incredible labour and expence, has 
broken up the ground, prepared the foil, and 
ſown the ſeed: to raiſe and gather the crop 
will require but a ſmall portion of induſtry 
and public ſpirit. And are there none among 
you, ye men of fortune and of leiſure, in 
whom that portion of induſtry and public 


fpirit is to be found? Ye who, in the ſtrongeſt 


terms language can ſupply, celebrate the phi- 
lanthropy of the deceaſed, and have ſhewn 
yourſelves impatient to erect a monument ta 


his honour, ſo as ſcarcely to be reſtrained 
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from hurting his modeſty while yet alive; is 
there no one among you that withes to inherit 
his virtues, and rear the glorious fabric he 
had framed ? Who that has the ability would 
not be ambitious of the honour? If it be 
honour of too great magnitude for an indi- 
vidual to graſp, let it be divided. Here is 
enough to adorn many a brow. Oh that all 
in the higher ranks of life would claim their 
ſhare ! 

If but a few men of fortune and influence 

had a ſpirit equal to their power, what a 


bleſſed country would Britain ſoon become 


The poor would be more happy and leſs 
burdenſome. The induſtrious would live in 
eaſe : the idle and profligate would be re- 
claimed. Crimes would be prevented inſtead 
of being puniſhed. Our priſons in time 
would ſcarcely need humane viſitants, but 
would often (like ſome abroad) be almoſt 
empty; at leaſt thoſe confined in them would 
be there uſeful to the community, and not 
dangerous to it when diſcharged. Many 
would go out reformed, and would become 
good members of ſociety. Thus Engliſhmen, 
who vainly boaſt of their liberty, would en- 
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joy liberty: would reſt in their beds, and 
travel by day. or by night, without fear of 
being murdered or plundered by their own 
ſpecies. That it is otherwiſe, is in a great 
meaſure owing to the want of public ſpirit 
in men of rank and power. Would to God 
that the loſs of one patriot may prove the 
occaſion of raiſing up MANY! 


Let us all reſolve to be patriots ourſelves ; 
patriots, not in name, but in reality : for 
ſuch we may be without any large ſhare of 
property or mental ability. The grand re- 
quiſites are benevolence, zeal, and religion. 
The true patriot is he that improves his 
talents, whatever they are, for the public; 
for promoting knowledge, ſobriety, induſtry, 
virtue, and true chriſtianity. This becomes 
us all as men, but eſpecially as Chriſtians ; 
who, by the grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, 
are laid under peculiar obligations 70 live not 
to themſelves but to the Lord, and for the 
benefit of all around them. And how much 
more might all of us do, eſpecially thoſe 
whom providence has bleſſed with affluence, 
than is commonly done ? 
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It is lamentable to ſee how w there are 


among thoſe called chriſtians, who diſcover 
any regard for the intereſts of others. AU 
ſeek their own. To enrich, and aggrandize 
themſelves and chiefs families, is their chief 
care. As to the welfare of the public, or 
the happineſs of their neighbours, if others 
will devote themſelves to it, perhaps they 
may commend their generoſity, perhaps alſo 
blaming their imprudence ; but they deſire to 
have themſelves excuſed. Let us, my chriſtian 
brethren, cultivate a more generous, ſpirit, 
and imbibe more of the ſpirit of the Gaſpel, 

and of our blefled maſter; who not only ſpent 
his life for our benefit, but ſhed 10 blood for 


our falvation * 


* us often conſider for what ends our 
ſeveral talents were committed to us, and the 
account ſhortly to be rendered to the judge 
of all, reſpecting the manner in which they 
have been improved. And let us ſeriouſſy 
reflect, how much greater ſatisfaction and 


honour they will enjoy in that awful day, ho 


have employed their time and ſubſtance for 


the honour of God and the good of men, 


than they who have ſquandered away theſe 
D talents, 
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talents, or buried them in the earth, or em- 


ployed them merely in amuſements or ſenſual 


gratifications. 


But I ſhall not now enlarge on the argu- 
ments for charity in general, which are often 


ſet before you, and muſt be ſamiliar to all; 


my deſign, as the moſt proper improvement 


of this diſcourſe is, particularly to urge 


ACTIVITY in the exerciſe of a benevolent 
and public ſpirit. Jeſus wENT ABOUT doing 
good. And this was the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racter of our departed friend. The want of 
this is the grand defect in many who poſſeſs 
the greateſt ability, and in moſt who are well 
diſpoſed for uſefulneſs. The generality love 
their own eaſe, and know not how to deny 
themſelves ſo as to go far out of their way, 
nor often to go a few ſteps from home, for 
the fake of ſerving others. Some are mere 
recluſes, addicted to ſtudy, (often uſeleſs ſtudy) 


or fond of ' domeſtic enjoyments. This is 


not however the moſt prevailing character of 


our age. There are many who are leſs at 
home than any where elſe. They are con- 


tinually going about, not only from houſe to 


houſe, but from one public place of reſort, 


and 


of Ms. Joun How&RD. 35 


and from one part of the world, to another. 
Travelling is conſidered as almoſt effential to 
the character of a gentleman, and to make 
the tour of Europe a neceſſary part of polite- _ 
education, | : 

But what is the end propoſed, or the ad- 
vantage gained ? Can it be faid of thoſe moſt 
addicted to travelling, that they go about doing 
GooD? Alas! with reſpect to the greater 
number, it may more juſtly be ſaid, that they 
do and receive the moſt fatal miſchief, Too 
many who, like Satan, go 20 and fro through 
the earth, reſemble that great adverſary of 
mankind, 20% goeth about ſeeking whom he may 
devour, With multitudes who leave their 


native foil, the great object is to acquire an 


immenſe fortune, in a ſhort tune, and by any 
means, (not ſcrupling the moſt iniquitous) 
that they may ſpend it upon their luſts. With 
the moſt that travel, the profeſſed object is 
amuſement ; and it is well if, in the purſuit 
of it, they do not propagate their own vices 
abroad, or import foreign ones at their return, 
To do good, either to foreigners, or to their 
own country-men, is the laſt thing they think 
„ of; 
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of; though to one who has a reliſh for real 


pleaſure it would be the firſt. 


Happy indeed would it be, if men of for- 


tune who travel, would take with them the 


writings, or rather the principles, of the 
deceaſed. And happy would it be for their 
country and for themſelves, if thoſe who 
never quit their native ſhore, would make 
the tour of their reſpective COUNTIES, at 
leaſt of their own PARISHEs, to ſee what 
diſorders prevail, and what miſeries call for 
relief. This would anſwer a much better 
end than the diſpoſal of the largeſt ſums in 
promiſcuous charity ; for it is not the giving 
of money in the moſt liberal manner that 
conſtitutes real charity, but the exerciſe of 
proper pains to diſcover and diſcriminate ob- 
jects, and to proportion what is given to the 


neceſſity and the character of the receiver, 
ſo as to do him ſubſtantial ſervice, and at the 


ſame time to ſerve the community. 


There are multitudes who live in affluence 
and eaſe, converſing little with the world, 
who have no idea of the miſeries which abound 
in it. It is not t likely ſuch ſhould contribute 
much 
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niuch to relieve them. Many of theſe, when 
applied to, will either refuſe, or give with a 
ſparing hand, from an apprehenſion that few 
in this country are, or need to be, objects of 
charity; that they moſtly bring their diſtreſſes 
upon themſelves by their vices, (which, how- 
ever, they manifeſt no concern to prevent or 
reform) and that the proviſion made by the 
poor-laws, is abundantly ſufficient. Whereas 
a real knowledge of facts, obtained by perſo- 
nal enquiry, would, in many caſes, give them 
different views. 


Others hive a general conviction that there 
are many real objects of charity around them; 
and whenapplicationis made on their behalf, are 
ready to give their contributions; and per- 
haps they chearfully pay an annual ſubſcrip- 
tion to the ſupport of ſome charitable inſti- 
tution. But what they thus contribute is 
ſmall in proportion to their ability, and to 
what they ſpend in leſs neceſſary things; is 
often miſapplied, or does but little real good; 
at leaſt fails of anſwering the valuable pur- 
poſes which the fame donations would an- 
ſwer, if wiſely given to the objects with their 
own hands. If perſons in ealy circumſtances, 
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who have even burdenſome portions of time | 
upon their hands, more than they can ſpend 
in faſhionable viſits, would practiſe a little 
ſelf-denial, in going about to viſit the houſes 
of the poor, and other ſcenes of woe: if they 
would enquire into the diſtreſſes of which 
they hear, and ſearch after others (often the 
the moſt compaſſionable) of which they hear 
nothing at all; if they would perſonally in- 
ſpe& houſes of induſtry, and places deſigned 
for the relief of the poor and afflicted ; they 
would ſoon behold ſuch ſpectacles of miſery 
as they have no conception of, and find their 
compaſſion excited to a degree beyand what 
they ever felt. And by ſuch a perſonal in- 


veſtigation, particularly into the characters, 


circumſtances, and families of the diſtreſſed, 
they would be able to diſcriminate objects, to 
proportion their liberality to their caſes and 
deſerts, ſo as to make it turn to the beſt ac- 
count. 


And let it be carefully obſerved, that in 
this way they would have glorious opportu- 
nity for adminiſtering that advice, that re- 
proof, and that comfort, according to diffe- 
rent characters, which is often more import- 


ant than pecuniary afliſtance, and which will 
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come with peculiar weight along with it. And 
thus while they relieve the temporal neceſſi- 
ties of their fellow-creatures, they will, at the 


fame time, by the bleſſing of the Almighty, 
promote their ſpiritual and eternal welfare. 


« But who,” (ſay ſome of delicate feelings) 

* who could bear the fight of ſo much mi- 
« ſery?” If the fight be ſo intolerable, what 
muſt the feeling be? The greater the miſery, 
the greater the charity to ſeę and to relieve it. 
This ſurely is no other than what reaſon dic- 
tates, and true love to mankind requires. It 
is alſo what the goſpel of Jeſus ſtrongly in- 
culcates. To vit (not merely to pity and 
aſſiſt-) to vis1T the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affliction, is therein repreſented as one 
leading branch of pure and undefiled religion. 
Not to mention many other paſſages which 
might be produced, I will cloſe this diſcourſe 
with referring you to the account which our 
bleſſed Lord has given us, of the ſolemn pro- 
cedure of the laſt great day, when thoſe who, 
from love to him, have fed the hungry, given 
drink to the thirſty, clothed the naked, and 
VISITED THE SICK AND THE IMPRISONED, 
will be approved and rewarded for theſe bene- 
volent 


* 
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volent actions performed for his rechten, as 
dune unto HIMSELF. . | 


May we all obtain ſome ſhare with him 
whoſe loſs we now deplore, in the honours of 
that day ! | | 


Character 


as 
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Character of Mr. Howard, by Mr, 
BurKE, in his Speech at BRis rot, 
1781. 


« T canNnNoT name this gentleman 
without remarking, that his labours and writ- 
ings have done much to open the eyes and 
hearts of mankind. He has viſited all Eu- 
rope,—not to ſurvey the ſumptuouſneſs of 
palaces, or the ſtatelineſs of temples ; not to 
make accurate meaſurements of the remains 
of ancient grandeur, nor to form a ſcale of the 
curioſity of modern art; nor to collect medals, 
or collate manuſcripts but to dive into the 
depths of dungeons ; to plunge into the in- 
fection of hoſpitals; to ſurvey the manſions of 
ſorrow and pain ; to take the gage and dimen- 
ſons of miſery, depreſſion and contempt; to 
remember the forgotten, to attend to the 
neglected, to viſit the forſaken, and compare 
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and collate the diſtreſſes of all men in all 
countries. His plan is original; it is as full 


of genius as it 1s of humanity. It was a 
voyage of diſcovery ; 32 circumnavigation of 
charity. Already the benefit of his labour 
is felt more or leſs in every country: I hope 


he will anticipate his final reward, ts ſeeing 


all its effects fully realized in his own, 


Strange! that the man who ould deliver 
ſo fine a panegyric on Mr. Howard, ſhould 
have ſince employed his eloquence againſt the 
repeal of a law, the tendency of which was, 
to have excluded this friend of mankind from 
that very office in which all his henevolent 
excrtions originated, and to have puniſhed 


him with fines and outlawry, for having ven- 


tured to ſerve it without the legal qualification, 


of which his conſcience rendered him inca- 
pable! Mr. Burke ought to know that Mr, 
Howard's ideas of liberty, civil and religious, 
were the ſame with thoſe of other Diſſenters, 
whom he ſo groſsly aſperſed in the Houſe of 

5 Commons 


W-- 2 
Commons March 2, many of whom are as 
ſincerely diſpoſed to ſerye their country as he 
was, who lie under the ſame conſcientious in- 
capacity, but do not chuſe to expoſe them- 
ſelves, as he did, to the penalties 3 by 
the Teſt Laws, 


THE END, 
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2. 6318; 
Publfted by the fame Av T 1 0 u, 
And as nr. in Sr. Pavy' cen Tons. 


1. A VixvicaTion of the Mop kRN DisszNrTEAs, againſt 


the Aſperſions of the Rev. W. Hawixs, and the Right Rev. 


Author of a Review of the Diss8zxnTzrs Cass. Price 18. 
This is intended as a Supplement to the following. 


2. Norzs on Dr, SamveL JokNsox's LIE of the Rev. 
Dr. Warrs, with an Enquiry into his laſt Sentiments on the 
Trinity, and a Copy of a MS. of his never before Py 
Price 28. 6d. 


N. B. This contains a compleat Copy of Dr. Watts's Life, 
e from Dr. Johnſon's Li ves 4 the Poets. 


3. The ProTESTANT DregexTens Carzenisx, che 8th 
Edit. Price 18. 


4. — on the PRORESS of SOCINIANISM, with 
an Enquiry into the Cauſe and the Cure, in a Letter to learned, 
candid, and orthodox Miniſters of all Denominations. Pr. 18. 


5. A SErMoN to the Poor, addreſſed particularly to the 
Parents of the Children in the Sunday-Schools at Hackney. 
Pt. 3d. or 28. 6d, per Dozen, and a Guinea per Hundred. 
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